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twelve years, devoting himself to scientific
and literary work and writing his History of
the World, one of the most noteworthy con-
tributions to Elizabethan literature. He also
Y7rote philosophical and religious treatises.
In 1616 he obtained his release by offering
to open a mine of gold which he believed to
exist near the Orinoco. The enterprise
proved disastrous. Raleigh's force had at-
tacked the Spaniards, and on his return
James, to favor the Spanish court, deter-
mined to execute him on his former sentence.
After a trial before a commission of the privy
council, he was put to death.
RAMA Y ANA, ra mah'yah nah, an epic
poem of India, written almost entirely by
Valmiki, a poet who lived at the beginning
of the Christian Era. The poem, one of the
world's greatest epics, recounts the story of
Prince Rama's successful combat with the
king of demons, who dwelt in Lanka (prob-
ably Ceylon).
RAMEE, ramayf, louisa db la (1840-
1908), an English novelist, better known un-
der her pen name, ouida, the name by which
she called herself as a small child in attempt-
ing t'o pronounce "Louisa." While her nov-
els are cheaply sentimental and sensational,
her children's stories, of which the best is
The Nuremberg Stove, are well worth reading.
Under Two Flags, A Dog of Flanders, Two
Little Wooden Shoes and Bimbi are among
the stories that brought this author a consid-
erable fortune.	'
EAMESES II, ram'eseez, (reigned from
about 1340 to 1273 b. c.), was the most power-
ful of the twelve Egyptian kings called
Barneses. He was very young when he came
to the throne, and in the early part of his
reign conquered Ethiopia and overthrew a
confederacy of which the Hittites were head.
At twenty-one he formed an alliance with the
Hittites and married a daughter of their king.
The latter part of his reign, which extended
over sixty-seven years, was peaceful. Barn-
eses erected many temples and several colos-
sal statues of himself; his tomb at Ipsambul
is one of the show places of Egypt1. The
mummy of the king, found in 1881, near
Thebes, is in the museum at Cairo.
RA'MIE.   See boehmeria.
RANDOLPH, ran'dolf, edhuot jen-
nikgs (1753-1813), an American statesman,
born in WilliamsTbiirg, Ya., and educated at
William and Mary College. He identified
himself with the patriot party, served for a
time on Washington's staff and in various
political capacities in his native state, wss
a member of the Continental Congress in
1780 and became governor of Virginia in
1786. He was a conspicuous member of the
Constitutional Convention and favored a
strong central government, was opposed to
numerous provisions of the Constitution and
refused to sign it, but later advocated its
ratification in Virginia. In 1789 he became
first Attorney-General of the United States,
and five years later he succeeded Jefferson
as Secretary of State, but resigned in August,
1795, owing to political charges—later shown
to be false—involving his honor. He was
one of the foremost lawyers of his time and
a brilliant orator and writer.
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JOHN RANDOLPH
RANDOLPH, john, "of Roanoke" (1773-
1833), an American statesman, a native of
Virginia and a direct descendant of Poeahon-
tas. He was edu-
cated at Princeton
and Columbia col-
leges and, after a
brief period of law
practice, was
elected to Congress
in 1799. In public
life lie was distin-
guished for e1o -
quenee, wit, invec-
tive and eccentric-
ity. For thirty
years he was more
prominent than any
other .American
politician. He was the Democratic leader of
the House of Representatives, but quarreled
with Jefferson and opposed the War of 1812;
he opposed also the Missouri Compromise
and stigmatized its Northern supporters as
"Doughfaces." He opposed Jackson on the
nullification question. From 1825 to 1827
he sat in the Senate. While in the Senate
Randolph characterized the coalition between
Clay and Adams as a union of "the blackleg
and the Puritan," and the result' was a harm-
less duel with Gay. In 1830 he was ap-
pointed minister to Russia. By his will he
freed, his numerous slaves and provided for
their settlement in a free colony.
EA2TGOON7, burma, the capital and chief
seaport of the province, is situated on the
Rangoon River, about twenty-five miles from
the sea. Since its occupancy by the British
in 1852, Rangoon has undergone such changes

